CE Primary School

Friday 19%" Decemher 2025

W 22 Kl\/ l\]

&Chowlatzkgﬁ’l&&

We are delighted to- share that the raffle raised an
amazing £796. Thank you so much for your
generous chocolate donations and for buying tickets
over the last week or so-it is greatly appreciated!.

This money will go towards providing wonderful
experiences for youwr children in the near future!
Thanks again) %

This year's winners are listed, below.
Orlando Y5
Zara Y5
Matthew Rec
Melina Rec
Daisy Y3
Heidi Y6
Flynn Y
Louie Y3
Evie-Rose Y1

Corey & Rose Y6&3
Lily Y3
Dalton Y2
Bonnie Y2
Lily Y5
Adam Y5
Elsie-Mae Y2
Frankie Y3
Olivia Y1
Lincoln & Lara Y4&5
Lorenzo Rec
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_4 1 Memy Christmasi’ &
What an exciting and successful first term we
have enjoyed at St John's. Over the past
months, it has heen wonderful to see our
community that makes our school such a special
place.

As we approuch the Christmas break, I would,
like to- extend my sincere thanks to- our dedicated
staff, supportive parents and, most importantly,

owr amazing children for their hard work,
term.

On hehalf of Team LSJIP, I wish yow all a joyful
and, peaceful Christmas. May God hless you and
your families during this holy season of Advent
and Christmas, keep you safe and well over the
holidays, and guide us as we look forward, with
hope and excitement to the year ahead.

=) Elfridges &)

On Monday we kicked, off our final week of 2025
with our inaugural ‘Elfridges’ event. It wus such

a wonderful experience seeing the children head,

to the hall to spend their elf jingles on gifts for
their ones.

The children were so excited as they selected
their gifts and got them wrapped by our elf
helpers. Thank you to all of those who were able
to give up their timer to- help make this event
even more magical.

We would also like to thank all parents and

purchasing elf jingles for their child to spend-

making the children's school experience even
more engaging and exciting.




Reception Start 2026 ©

We would like to take this opportunity to remind any
parents, who have children due to start schoot in
September 2026, that applications are open and need to
be completed by January 15%. Any applications after this
date will be classed, as late.

Please be awuare that all children wanting to join us in
Septemher 2026 need to complete an application-
siblings do not automatically receive a place. To apply,
https://www.wigan.gov.uk/resident/ education/schools/school-
admissions/primary-schools.aspx

Il School Return Reminder Il
School will reopen for all pupils on Tuesday 6th
January at 8:45am. We look forward, to- hearing
all about what yowve heen up to when we
retwn after Christmas.

| Reminder |
We would like to- ask parents
and carers to- avoid parking on

angdﬂublzydlowljn@s/

and pick-up times including
those who are using our AFA &

HAF clubs.

Thanks, LSIP Team

Thank You,
We would like tor thank owr contractors, NJ
Cleaning, for their Christmas gifts of selection hoxes for
the children this year.

_& Christmas Support Available &
Wigan Council would like to- share they are
aware that the festive period can be a
challenging time for many families. Wigan has
developed a network of Family Hubs that offer a
range of pre-bookable and drop-in sessions to
offer whole family support.

Please note that they will be offering support for
Christmas and New Year.

*The Family hub at The Meadows, 100-116
Ridyard, Street, Wigan, WN5 9RQ

*The Start Well Family Centre at the
Chappel, Westleigh Lane, Westleigh, WN7 5NJ

Both centres will offer reduced opening times
between 9am and 4pm on the 27th December,
30th, Decemher, and the 31st Decemher. Normal

resume on the 2nd January 2026.

1 Holidays - not allowed in term time 1

We are continuing to receive notifications from families regarding taking holidays in term time. We
politely remind parents and carers that holidays should not be taken in school time. Holidays are
attached. Holidays in term time also have a detrimental effect on children’s emotional well-being as
often. when they retwmn to school, particularly after a 2-week ahsence, friendship groups have often
moved on/shifted.

To help with scheduling holidays for the next school year; attached is the holiday list for the 2026-
2027 academic year: Thank you for your co-operation.

DIARY DATES

DATE Event

Each Sunday

St Mary's Church Sunday Service @ 10am with Sunday School.
Junior Park 2K Run @ Leigh Sports Village (free for 4-11yr. Old's) 9am

Friday 19t December

School Closes for Christmas Break

Monday 5% January

School closed- INSET DAY

Tuesday 6™ January

School reopens for all pupils for @ 8:45am

Monday 12% January

LIFE Education Visit for Year 4, 5 & 6

Monday 19% January

Year 5 & 6 Dodgehall Tounament @ Fred Longworth High School



https://www.wigan.gov.uk/resident/education/schools/school-admissions/primary-schools.aspx
https://www.wigan.gov.uk/resident/education/schools/school-admissions/primary-schools.aspx
https://www.wigan.gov.uk/resident/education/schools/school-admissions/primary-schools.aspx
https://www.wigan.gov.uk/resident/education/schools/school-admissions/primary-schools.aspx
https://www.wigan.gov.uk/resident/education/schools/school-admissions/primary-schools.aspx
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HOLIDAY LIST

Avtumn Term | School re-opens: Wednesday 2nd September 2026
Begins
fchool closed: Twesday 1sf Seplember 2024 [INSET)
Half Term school cioses: Friday 239 October 2024
Break
school re-opens: Monday 2™ Hovember 2026
Chnsimas | school closes: Friday 18" December 2024
Holiday
school re-opens: Wednesday &'h January 2027
fchool closed: Twesday 5% Januvary 2027 [INSET)
Half Term school closes: Friday 12" February 2027
Break
school re-opens: Tuesday 23 February 2027
fchool closed: Monday 227 February 2027 (INSET)
Easter school closes: Wednesday 24" March 2027
Holiday
school re-opens: Monday 12% Aprl 2027
Bank Holkday | school closed: Monday 34 May 2027 (BANE HOLIDAY)
Folling Day Folenfial cne day closure early May - to be confirmed
Half Term school closes: Friday 28" May 2027
Break
school re-opens: Monday 7 June 2027
Summmier school closes: Wednesday 21 July 2027

Holiday




At Natlonal Online Safety, we befleve in empowering parentas, carers and trusted odults with the information to hold an Informed conversation about online satety with thelr childran, shouid they fesl
It s needed. This guide locuses on one of many lsstues which we believe trusted odults should be aware of, Please visit www notionoloniinesofety.com for further guldes, Mats ond tips for oduits

What Parents & Carers Need to Know about é

SETTING UP APPS GAMES*

e AND SOFTWA

Millions of new phones, tablets, laptops and games consoles will be nestling under Christmas trees this
year. However, even if parents and carers have gone to the trouble of setting up these new devices and
enabling the safety features, there are still potential hazards in the apps, games and software that
children will want to install and use. Knowing what to look for and discussing those risks with your child
may help avoid any nasty surprises this Christmas. Here are our top tips for ensuring that unwrapping

this year’'s presents doesn’t unleash any unexpected dangers.

Bock when most games were
bought in shops, checking the age

I rating was eaty: it was on the front of
the oo

X Now that most gameos are

*+ downloaded, it's tougher - but not

. All reputabie download stores "
show o game’s age rmlng.ucl the point of
purchase, and you can ¢ kmomwgl ksl
docpoeﬁ\cmbyw:ﬂdldmwroy
videostandards.org.uk/RatingBoard/games.

FREE’ ISNTALWAYS FREE

The games market has changed et o BN
mclggﬂy in recent years. ugzx ','\%.'}
WOFGY":I% for matic { &
cOos
tems (os nrommomounlock
additional content. There can be hu
pressure for children to pay
Agree o for in-game
purchases before the game is downlooded,
and make sure children con't authorise
in-game purchases by themselves.

e T ————
_ DISABLE IN-APP PURCHASING

it's not wise to leave children
with devices thot can make
in-app purchases without your
permission, y, sot up \p 5,
consoles and phones so child accounts
need an adult's authorization to bu
anything. On shared devices (like iPads,
which don't aliow user accounts), check
the settings to ensure that in-app
Rgfchcllng requires the account

ider’s password, fingerprint or face ID.
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APPS ARE AGE RATED, TOO

" Like gomes, opps In the major stores have

mwﬁnqo. t00 - 30 you can see in advance

ther an app’s appropriote for your child.
Additionally, phones’ parental control settings
allow you to set age limits, preventing young ones
from di Itable apps th ;

These ratings aren‘t Infallible, however: we’ve seen
TV apps featuring aduit shows with an oge rating
of 3, for example.

e ——— e —————
LEGAL APPS THAT BREAK THE LAW IN-APP REGISTRATION

There are many omu that are perfectly legal but
enable IlloPcl actlvity - streaming apps which let
le walch football hes, say, without

Is rare, but they can lead to risky behay
viewing rogue streams on sites teeming
with malicious links. Watch for children
Installing unusual apps with “TV',
‘stream’ or ‘sport’ in the name.

yin
tor Sky or BY Sport. Prosecution for uulnwc'?::ppag -
r iike

X
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CONSIDER STORAGE

Most opps and gomes will tell you in

the online store how much space they need

on o device. Check this carelully - especiall

with games, which can run into hundreds of
megabytes and nd. If you don‘t have enough
free storaoge on a device to run the game or app,
you won't get a refund from th.o store. You can

CHECK THE SPECS

To ovoid let-downs, check o
ame’s specs before buying ~
specially for PC or Mac, whore

tes like systomroquirementsiab.com

gomes of need a particular
raphics chip or processor to work,

©an scan your computer to soe if it will
run cortain games properly. On consoles,

‘ make sure you're bu‘l‘ng the right version:
some newer Xbox or PlayStation gomeos
won’t play on older consoles.

MONITOR IN-GAME COMMS .

Volce chat with friends Is part

of the fun of modern goming ~

but danger lurks here too. Many

titles hove open chat systems,

meaning that children could speak to

'uonqon or hear adult language and

verbal abuse when gomes get
orticularly competitive. Using o shared
'amily ar o8 opposed to alone in

bedrooms) for online goming is a good

way to keep an occasional ear on whot's

being sald.

BEm;OFGﬂ'-TS ‘
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Titles like Roblox, Minecraft and
Fortnite have in-game currencies,
which can be earned through -

ogress in the game ~ butcan also

bought with real money. A common
scaom Is fora young layer to be
oftered currency If they click a link, visit
a certain site or contact another user
directly. Warn your child about such
oers; m.‘mould show you If they‘re
in any doubt over an in-game gift.
r
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WATCH OUT FOR MITATORS

% Even In the official stores, untrustworthy
ue opps can slip through the net.

Common tricks ore apps or games that have

sl
F
use |

the official app. To avoid

o
htly different name to Fonulno article L
Ight rather than Fortnite, for instance) or

s which deliborately look very similar to
nloading these

normally ¢ k a device’s spoce
|hrougr=YtM settings menu. 7

it's common for apps and games to
ask users to register: entering personal
detolls like emall address, date of birth and
other information you might not want your chiid
to divuige. Ask them to get rour permission
before giving any personal info to an app - and
consider using your details rather thon the chiid's,
so0 they're not targeted by marketing spam or put
ot risk of having thelr dato stolen.
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‘s description and check

jons, read the nm:
who the publisher Is listed as.

e eer—

STAY UPDATED

Most

updates, which no
features but also

ames and orpa are subject to regular
only offer new content and
ovide critical security

Improvements. Children tend to ignore such

updates - usuall

because they don‘t

understand why hor'u Iimportant, or they &y
str

simply want to get

alght on with goming.

Check your child’s devices periodically to
make sure these updates are being instolled.

Sommme 4wy

Ncﬁonal‘

Barry Collins has been a technology joumalist and editor for
more than 20 years, working for tites such as the Sunday Times,
Which?, PC Pro and Computerocthve. He's appeared regulary os
a tachnology pundit on television and radio, iIncluding on
Newsnight, Radio § Live and ITV News ot Ten, Ha has two children
and has writes rogularty about internet safety issues.
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Online _
Safety’
#WakeUpWednesday

' @natonlinesafety n [NationalOnlineSafety @ @nationalonlinesafety
Inte.

@ www.nationalonlinesafety.com

Users of this guide do 50 ot their il No

y s an of the date of relecse: 14.12.2022
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